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The Repositioning of Chinese Learning
and Western Learning in the Concept of
Zhongtixiyong in Modern China

Song Injae(HK research professor of HAS at Hallym University)
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learning

After the middle of 19th century, Western learning rose as new learn for
Chinese gradually. On the contrary to this, existing learning of China was called
as Chines learning or Old learning. The phrase, “The old is to form the basis and
the new is for practical purpose” in China’s Only Hope(T#Ei5 ) reflected this
change of the composition of knowledge. After this times, the old and new in
this phrase was changed to Chinese and Western, and this phrase has been
known as representative phrase of Zhongtixiyong(Fiarh i) thesis. On the other
hand, in China’s Only Hope Chinese learning is regarded as moral, Western
learning is regarded as practical. Through this way, the realm of each learning is
separated clearly. Besides, China’s Only Hope introduce the core and learning

method of Chinese learning and Western learning. In this conception, the
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importance of Chinese learning can be reduced. Although Zhang Zhidong(5E2
il regarded Chinese learning as essence and basis, but he suggested the way of
‘digest’ as learning method. In this suggestion, he explained that this method
can make students learn as quickly as they can. In the contrary, he suggested
importing Western learning, studying abroad, extensive translation, newspaper
reading, etc. This plan can extend the realm of Western learning. This
composition gives Western learning opportunity for extension. It is contrary to
Chinese learning. So we can find that Western learning can grow as new main
knowledge and Chinese learning can lose its absolute position gradually in the
concept of Zbongtixiyong of China’s Only Hope. In conclusion, it is more
resonable that definite the concept of Zhongtixiyong as weight shift of the
knowledge-subject in modern transition of civilization than criticizing or

protecting through the lens of cultural conservatism.



