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The Conceptual Conflict oveReligiori
in the ‘Ideological Controversyinder the Japanese Rule:
the Controversy between the
Cheondo Religion and the Letftist Press

Hur Soo (HK professor of HAS at Hallym University)
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The ‘ideological controversy between the leftist press and the new school of
Cheondo religion in the early 1930s, under Japanese rule, had its background
both at home and abroad. On the one hand, there was the movement against
religion abroad, in the Soviet Union and Japan, and, on the other hand, there
was the struggle for leadership of the social movement between the socialist and
the new school of Cheondo religion, at home. The controversy grew red-hot
when the leftist press rebelled against ‘the demand for leadership over Korea
GifeEEASAE) from the Young Men'’s Party of the Cheondo religion(K3EZk 5 4F
#), and came to deal with comprehensive subjects, including the doctrine,
history, and organization of the Cheondo religion.

While the leftist press criticized the Cheondo religion from the point of ‘the

anti-religious conception’ based on ‘scientific factuality and class consciousness
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(partisanship)’, Kim Hyungjun, representative of the new school of Cheondo
religion, distinguished ‘the new religion’ from ‘the pre-existing religion’, and
justified the Cheondo religion as ‘the new religion’ from the point of ‘historicity’
(the doctrine of religious evolution) and ‘actuality’ (popular-based opposition to
the colonial power).

Kim Hyungjun’s concept of ‘the new religion’ stemmed from that of Lee
Donhwa in the late 1910s. Considering the conception of ‘the new religion’ in
terms of the relation between ‘religion and science’, we can label both of them

‘romanticist concepts of religion’, though Kim Hyungjun's concept was
proposed as a defense, and became narrower in conceptual denotation.

The ‘deological controversy’ provided a place where the religious debate
during the colonial period came to address the issue of ‘religion-science’, freeing
itself from the one-sidedness of the ‘religion-politics formula. Prior to this
controversy, the Cheondo religion had extended its activity into the social
movement, subordinating ‘science’ to religion and advocating ‘the unity of
religion and politics(ZiEx—%0)’, while, subsequently, the leftist press, using

‘science’ as its slogan, attempted to exclude the Cheondo religion from the
social movement. The knowledge-discourse over ‘religion’ , however, could not
have a solid foothold in the colonial context, in which the foundation for

modern knowledge was not enough.



