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The Positive and Negative Meanings BEace

Sangsuk Jeon(Yonsei University)

I Key Word : Structural Violence, People’s Self-Determination, Sam—il[3.1; March 1]

Independence Movement, Negative Peace, Positive Peace, Peace

The Korean national representatives of the 3 - 1[March 1] Independence
Movement declared the Korean people’s natural right to self-determination and
independence among all other nations on earth. Korean independence, they
insisted, would be a part of oriental peace, and furthermore it will contribute to
world peace, which should be built on the basis of National Self-Determination:
National ‘Peace’. Japanese ruling powers persistently interrogated Korean
national representatives who, advocating a different understanding of ‘Peace),
opposed the Japanese rule.

The present paper explores the definition and understanding of the term
‘Peace’ and the background in which the Korean national representatives of the
3 - 1 Independence Movement advocated it. In addition, it aims to examine the

conception of ‘Peace’ in the historical context, focusing on the fact that Korean
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people who participated in the 3 - 1 Independent Movement acted violently,
declaring National-determination and independence, but they also asserted the
principle of ‘Peace’. The study indicates that the concepts of ‘negative peaceand
‘positive peace’ which have been noted in the previous research on ‘Peace’ are
very informing. The term of ‘Peace’ as used in the 3 - 1 Independence
Movement, should be considered with an understanding of its historical context
and with reference to the principle of a people’s right to national self-

determination and independence.



