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Colonial Modern and The Concept of “ Taste(#kik)”

Kyoungyeon Moon(Kyunghee University)

B Key Word : Colonial Modern, Concept of “taste(fek)’, modern popular culture,
translation, enlightenment, taste-fied(#ok1t), civilized man, moral

training(g %)

This research is premised on the idea that ‘tasteGiiu) was recognized in the
early modern Korea and the new cultural practice of taste developed into a form
of modern popular culture.

In the main issue, the origin and influence of the concept of ‘tasteGERER) s
explored. The ‘taste’ in modern Korea was formed by the influence of the
West/Japan and in the context of Korea’s domestic background. The aesthetics
of modern West and ‘tasté, a concept that summarized it influenced the Meiji
Japan, hence, leading to the emergence of the translated term for taste, ‘shumi
ek, Lw2). In various kinds of modern mass media, such as journals,
newspapers and magazines that were published in Korea from 1900s, the
influence of Japan’s ‘taste’ discourse could be found. The aesthetics and the

culture of taste of the new intellectual class in the late eighteenth century were

ARIX| Zoieb Fol sy _ 71

examined as a precursor that enabled the modern concept of ‘aste’ to emerge.
The concept of ‘taste’ partly maintained its traditional usage until 1910s, but it
began to expand, dislocate and transform itself, thus manifesting its vitality, with
the influence of cultural perspective of the Modern Enlightenment Period and
the terms translated from the West(Japan). ‘Taste’ was assured of its modern
value as it combined with the discourse of civilization, education, industry or
national salvation.

On the one hand, it could be seen that the ‘taste(i) was used as a
technique to control the colony. And school education played an important role
for the taste, which was a rather personal or priviatized realm of ‘sensibility” or

‘individuality, to become an institution that defined everyday life. Textbook for
“Self-Cultivation” included ‘aste’ as a part of its education contents. “Taste’ of a
student was included in the school register as an item that represented and
defined an individual’s character and personal history. The taste that was
educated and acquired through education provided the belief that it reflected the
modern man’s intellectual capacity and character.

Based on these discussions, it could be seen that ‘taste’ or ‘hobby’ in modern
Korea had become an important representation that established ‘the modern
individual’s’ existence and identity. It unveiled the context in which modern

‘individual was constructed in apolitical realm of everyday life by exploring the
ways which cultural subject who cultured the modern ‘taste’ through the

modern popular culture was imagined, enlightened and educated.



