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The Internalization of Junghwa
and Western Civilization in Korea

Kyungku Lee(HK Professor, HAS, Hallym University)

B Key Word : Civilization, Junghwa, Western Civilization, internalization, Song Siyeol
(FRe71), Lee Seungman(Z=&aE), Yun Chiho(FE(E), Christianity, quasi-

center

My concern is about what was the distinct characteristic of Korea with regard
to the construction of its new civilization in the mid-seventeenth and the early
twentieth century. I concluded that the thinking system of those who were
anxious to re-build their society according to the teachings of Neo-Confucianism
in the seventeenth century was quite similar in nature to that of those who did
so according to Western Christian civilization. Both civilizations affirm the
principles of progression and reformation toward an ideal order, and have
proper discriminatory systems that postulate ‘the negative other (YijeoR(FAK) -
Barbarism) and ‘moral teachings’ (Confucianism - Christianity) that control
material profits. While beginning to accept western civilization from the late
nineteenth century, Koreans regarded Christianity as the essence of Western

civilization, and some members of the elite wanted to build a Christian country.
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It was a phenomenon different from that of China and Japan. Perhaps it was due
to the fact that Confucian civilization, Junghwa, had been resolutely considered
to be true and universal since the seventeenth century. The Korean intelligentsia,
who had historically internalized the universal, showed a relatively united view
regarding the universal teachings. They formed an ideology for society building
by overlaying themselves with universal civilization in social crises—in other
words, by projecting overwhelming universality onto uniqueness. It was a
process of making themselves a quasi-center, voluntarily adapting themselves to

the superior Other.



