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Study on the Concept of Everyday Life
— A Proposal for Establishing a Theory and Methodology —

Jihyun Ko(HK Research Professor of HAS at Hallym University)

l Key Word : The concept of everyday life(history of everyday life), Mentality,

Rolf Reichardt, Intertextuality, Semantic field (conceptual field).

The theory and methodology of the concept of everyday life finds its way on
the major issues and prospects of historical semantics, which was developed
after Reinhart Koselleck’s History of Concepts. Rolf Reichardt’s social historical
Semantics extended a theoretical category of historical semantics into a history of
mentality, and raised the possibility of the scientific and methodical study of the
massive data in the texts of everyday life by combining lexical statistics with the
structural semantic field. But lexical statistics has a weakness which involves
quantitative methodology, in the way that lexical statistics can solidly unite with
qualitative research. In this respect, intertextuality, which intensifies and deepens
historical semantics into discourse analysis, is proposed as an alternative for
building up qualitative research. Meanwhile, one can find a unifying structure of

meaning simply by reading the changes in meaning in the semantic field based
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on lexical statistics. At this point, one can have doubts about the historicity of
meaning: when, and in which conditions, do new meanings occur? Reflection
on this question, consequently, suggests an understanding of the semantic field

as an open structure rather than as a closed structure.



