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The Individudized Form of
Modern Time and Space

— The Concepts of Spirit, Life, Universe in 1910s’ Korea

Kwon, Boduerae (Korea University)

B Key Word : spirit, life, universe, character, history, World war 1, death, Yi Kwang-su,

March 1st movement

The conceptual transformation among the Korean youth in 1910s is marked
by the extension to the universe and the convergence to the self. Leap to the
temporal and spatial infinity and shrink to the isolated individual was the product
of modernity which has vaporated the old family or village bond, and the
consequence of dissociation of the authority of nation. The impact of World war 1
played a role of catalyst to finalize such serial changes in the 1910s’ Korea. The
decade of 1910s can be characterized by the inscription of an individual self
against the background of unified world and infinite universe while 1900s was
characterized by the strict hierarchy across nations and civilizations. Exceptional
passion toward the national independence and flourishing, which entails the
justification of the ultimate civilization and the competition as its process, was
substituted by the terror and shock in front of the destruction of war, and the

fascination of ‘spirit and fife’ to transcend such a limit and terror.



